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Economic Security Project Applauds IRS for Taking Steps Towards Free and
Simplified Tax Filing

By creating a system that dramatically increases access to free and simplified tax filing the
IRS is taking steps to ensure more low-income people and people of color get the crucial tax
credits they are owed

Washington, DC - Today, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) released its long-awaited report on
free and simplified tax filing to Congress, which details steps the agency is already taking to
construct and manage a “Direct eFile” tool that taxpayers can use for free through the IRS website.
ESP applauds the steps that the IRS is taking, such as the development of a direct file pilot that
will start January 2024 and the report that outlines what the IRS needs to create a free and
simplified public tax filing option.

After the release of the IRS report, Economic Security Project’s Vice President of Campaigns and
Political Strategy Adam Ruben released the statement below:

“Today’s news from the IRS confirms what we’ve long already known - that the IRS has all the data it
needs to develop a free and simplified tax filing system for taxpayers across the nation. Taxpayers
should have the choice to file taxes for free on the IRS website. If they want to prepare their own taxes
or use a paid service they still can, but a free and simplified tax filing option can ensure that more
people get the refunds they deserve while also significantly reducing stress for tax filers. It's time we
take the cost and headache out of tax prep - especially for millions of taxpayers in low-income
communities and communities of color. ”

The IRS report follows recent reporting that the agency is already developing a free and simplified
public tax filing prototype system, which they intend to pilot early next year. In addition, new public
opinion polling published on Monday shows that 76% of tax filers - an overwhelming majority -
support the creation of this tax filing tool. The poll was published by Navigator Research in
exclusive partnership with Economic Security Project. A new public tax filing system will also have
outsized benefits for low income communities and communities of color, who disproportionately
see their tax benefits siphoned by private tax preparation companies.

For more information or for media inquiries, contact press@economicsecurityproject.org.
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https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p5788.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2023/05/15/irs-free-file/
https://navigatorresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Navigator-IRS-Free-Filing-Slides-05.12.2023.pdf
https://navigatorresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Navigator-IRS-Free-Filing-Slides-05.12.2023.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cYAIFn-p5WuVvuxX1N-yzJvKPzUB1v3y/view
mailto:press@economicsecurityproject.org
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Economic Security Project mobilizes resources and people behind ideas that build economic
power for all Americans. As an ideas advocacy organization, we legitimize our issues by supporting
cutting edge research and elevating champions, win concrete policy victories for the communities
that need to see change now, and provoke the conventional wisdom to shift what’s considered
possible. Our team of academics, organizers, practitioners and culture makers disburse grants, run
issue campaigns, develop creative interventions and research products to support the field, and
coordinate events to encourage investment and action from others. To learn more, visit

https://economicsecurityproject.org/.
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